Sickle cell hepatopathy.
Hepatic dysfunction is a common finding in patients with sickle cell disease but viral hepatitis appears to be an unusual complication in the adult SS patient. Only five cases of viral hepatitis were recorded in 378 admissions for SS crisis. In contrast, hepatic crisis occurred as a distinct event in 9% of 88 patients with sickle cell anemia. This entity must be differentiated from acute cholecystitis or viral hepatitis. Transiently abnormal results of hepatitic function tests were observed in another 26 patients with extrahepatic crisis. Cirrhosis is relatively common and often the terminal event in SS disease. Choledocholithiasis and cholecystitis are infrequent complications despite the prevalence of gallstones in SS anemia.